
By Carolee Krieger

As a resident of Santa Barbara County, I know from pain-
ful experience that state water is outrageously expen-
sive and unreliable. Don’t make the same mistake we 

did. Please reject the State Water Project.
In three essays, I’ll share what every regional water district 

should consider when developing solu-
tions aimed at ensuring a secure water 
future for their community and explain 
why the State Water Project is not a viable 
path toward that goal. I’ll also present re-
alistic alternative solutions to state water 
and how we can achieve sustainable and 
equitable water policy for all of Califor-
nia. The Casitas Municipal Water District 
is currently working with the Ventura 
County Flood Control District and other 
entities to construct a pipeline to hook up with the State Water 
Project through the Los Angeles Metropolitan Water District. 
This will be expensive and will not guarantee Ojai any new 
water as explained below.

PART 1: Paper water

Not reliable
In 1991, when Santa Barbara voted to contract with the 

State Water Project (SWP), we were told it would be 97 per-
cent reliable. However, when we needed state water in times 
of drought, we usually received only a very small percentage 
of our contract allocation. For example, in 2014 all contractors 
received only 5 percent of what the SWP was obligated to sup-
ply. Since Santa Barbara began receiving state water in 1998, 
our four South Coast water districts have received an average 
of only 28 percent of our allocation.

Outrageously expensive
We were told our total cost of participating in the SWP 

would be $270 million. Santa Barbara ratepayers will have in-
stead had to pay $1.7 billion. When you sign up for the SWP, 
you pay these bond costs whether or not you receive any wa-
ter. Once you’re under contract with the SWP, all costs associ-
ated with delivery are passed on to the ratepayers. Worse still, 
ratepayers have no voice: All decisions on expenditures are 
controlled by the California Department of Water Resources. 
If Ojai approves a contract with the SWP, you’ll be obligated to 
pay for the proposed multibillion dollar Twin Tunnels, if ap-
proved. These tunnels promise no new water.

Paper water
When the state was asked how much water was available 

in the 20 rivers of the California Delta watershed that supply 
the SWP system, it said it didn’t know. In 2009, the California 
Water Impact Network (C-WIN), a citizens group I founded in 
2001, hired a technical hydrology consultant to find out.

It took three years — through Public Records Act and Free-
dom of Information Act requests — to quantify the amount of 
water available from the Delta watershed for export to SWP 
contractors. We found that the state has an average of 29 mil-
lion acre-feet of consumptive water available, and that there 
are 153.7 million acre-feet of claims for that water, meaning 

there is 5.5 times more water allocated under contract than 
there is actual water in the Delta watershed. In 2012, the Uni-
versity of California at Davis completed a study corroborating 
our work and conclusions. The difference between what the 
state has allocated and reality is what the California Appeals 
Court has labeled “paper water”: water that doesn’t exist.

Two-thirds of California’s consumptive fresh water comes 
from the California Delta watershed, serving half our state’s 
population. The Delta Reform Act of 2009 mandated that Cali-
fornia Delta water be managed to balance the “coequal goals” 
of restoring and protecting the Delta and ensuring a reliable 
water supply. The SWP has not quantified the water because 
it knows it can’t justify new infrastructure projects — let alone 
meet its existing contract obligations and satisfy the Delta Re-
form Act mandates of providing reliable water and restoring 
the Delta. Until the problem of paper water is corrected, Cali-
fornia ratepayers will continue to pay for water they will never 
get, and the health of California’s largest source of fresh water 
will continue to decline.

Mismanaged water: Agriculture vs. urban
Drought or not, there’s enough water to meet the needs of 

all Californians and the environment if it’s managed equitably. 
Mismanagement of public water is undermining the econom-
ic stability and well-being of California’s communities and en-
vironment. Paper water enables developers to build without 
real water and large agricultural users to sell so-called “excess 
water” back to the ratepayers who have already paid for it.

More than 80 percent of developed water in the state is 
used by agriculture. The subsidized low cost of most agricul-
tural water gives growers little or no incentive to use water ef-
ficiently. The rule is “use it or lose it,” for if water is not used, 
the right to it is threatened. 

Unfortunately, it’s legal to sell unused allocations and 
profit from the sale. These transactions are known as “water 
transfers.” There was a time when water transfers mostly oc-
curred between farms in the same district for no profit. More 
and more, “excess” agricultural water is being sold back to the 
urban water districts that never got the allocations they paid 
for … with the profits going to the seller.

A few large-scale farms in the San Joaquin Valley are be-
hind the efforts to exert more control of the water being di-
verted from the California Delta and get California ratepayers 
to pay for it. The Department of Water Resources is seeking 
SWP “contract amendments” and new contracts like what Ojai 
is currently considering. If passed, the new amendments will 
lock in funding sources that have no public oversight or input.

We need water now
Because diverting more water from the Delta is essentially 

illegal, the ill-conceived Twin Tunnels project will be mired in 
lawsuits for years to come. Regional solutions are far closer to 
reality and much less expensive than the SWP. Regional water 
districts are already collaborating and combining resources 
to regain control and benefit their communities. Smaller and 
more nimble, these communities will see solutions come on 
line long before the SWP — with reliable solutions that pro-
vide real water. The city of Santa Monica is well on its way to 
being independent of SWP water by 2023.

In Part 2, I’ll outline some of these solutions and talk about 

what’s working in Santa Barbara. Since water is a public trust 
resource, we will examine the role of the Public Trust Doctrine  
in solving the paper water problem. The Doctrine successfully 
saved Mono Lake and guided sound water policy in Idaho and 
Colorado.

In Part 3, I’ll share the road map to enacting into law the 
sustainable and equitable water polices California needs for 
a secure water future.

— Longtime Santa Barbara resident Carolee Krieger leads 
C-WIN’s efforts to design and implement collaborative and 
lasting solutions for California’s fresh water resources. Santa 
Barbara 1st District Supervisor Naomi Schwartz named Krieg-
er Woman of the Year in 1997. She has been featured in Mother 
Jones, Bloomberg and an Emmy-nominated PBS broadcast 
about the impact of almonds on water supply. 

Ecycle event
a huge success

DEBORAH PENDREY, Ojai
Thank you, Ojai Valley 

communities, for doing the 
right thing with your “stuff”! 
The Ojai Valley Green Coali-
tion had its 11th eCycle event 
with document shredding 
added this year making up 
for the void left by Ojai Com-
munity Bank when it was 
bought out. 

We logged about 115 vol-
unteer hours between plan-
ning and executing the event 
— with more than 600 cars 
passing through, no fender-
benders. We almost filled a 
semi-truck and 40-yard roll-
off bin with electronics. We 
sorted over 1,000 pounds of 
batteries, along with several 
boxes of e-media, old holiday 
lights and ink/toner cartridg-
es. We ship the holiday lights 
and media to get recycled. 
The Green Coalition takes the 
ink and toner cartridges to 
the county collection pro-
gram, along with hazardous 
waste that folks sneak in.

We apologize to anyone 
we had to turn away for 
shredding toward the end of 
the event. We were only able 
to raise enough funds for one 
truck this first year, but we 
already have commitments 
from participants to fund a 
second truck next year.

We would like to recog-
nize Ren and Victoria Adam 
of the Ojai Valley Directory — 
our main partner, helping us 
raise funds and volunteering 
hours and hours to the event; 
Ojai Unified School District 
for donation of the Nordhoff 
school parking lot; Kerry 
Miller Designer/Builder and 
Derby & Derby, Inc., financial 
sponsors; E. J. Harrison & 
Sons for the three yard bins; 

and Gold Coast Recycling & 
Transfer Station for splitting 
its costs with the Coalition. 
We are the only community 
they do this type of event for 
anymore. A big thank-you!

And, lastly, though re-
ally at the top of the list, is 
the city of Ojai and our loyal 
donors who keep OVGC op-
erating. We’ll be back Janu-
ary 2020 for our 12th annual 
eCycle & Shred event either 
the second or third Saturday 
of the month. Stay tuned.

— Deborah Pendrey is 
acting executive director of 
Ojai Valley Green Coalition.

Radical social
change applauded

GIGI KAUR, Ojai
Fifty years ago, I was a 

student at UCLA. It was a 
very turbulent time with the 
women’s rights movement, 
racial and gender equality, 
Vietnam War protests, hip-
pies and love-ins, marijuana 
and LSD readily available. We 
all were bucking up against 
the status quo, as it was then.

It was impossible to 
study, to focus on book learn-
ing when real life was teach-
ing me lessons, on campus, 
at every corner. 

That was my education. 
Good seeds were planted in 
my psyche that have dictated 
the life I’ve led. I have not 
been able to compromise 
the principles that formed 
me so long ago. Sometimes, 
I also protest and rebel when 
things don’t seem right, and 
then I back down because 
I’ve had enough drama and 
trauma for one lifetime. I 
have to turn my invisible 
sword over to those who 
are younger, stronger, more 
sturdy and willing to carry it 
on.

Recently, saw this movie, 
“On the Basis of Sex.” The 
pivot point in the story is 
when not-yet Supreme Court 
Justice (!) Ruth Bader Gins-
burg repeats the phrase: 
“radical social change.” 
Boy, that struck deep in my 

heart because that is exactly 
what I have witnessed in my 
lifetime. This movie helped 
me realize that real change 
occurs slowly, quietly, step 
by step, almost invisibly. If 
we are not paying attention, 
it seems like no change has 

occurred. 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s 

story sparks hope in my 
heart, when I’ve felt so dis-
couraged after the last na-
tional election — disappoint-
ed in my fellow Americans. I 
thought we were smarter.

I want to salute all those 
courageous women and 
men who have contributed 
in their own way to radical 
social change of all kinds, for 
fighting the good fight for the 
welfare of us all. Thank you 
for your courage.
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Further Reading
C-WIN’s Delta Quantification study:

www.c-win.org/s/CWIN-BayDeltaQUANTIFICATION- 
Final.pdf

C-WIN’s Central Valley Paper Water Summary: www.c-
win.org/s/C-WIN-CentralValleyQuantification-Summa 

ry.pdf
UC Davis Quantification study:

www.c-win.org/s/UC-Davis-2014-Grantham-Water-
Rights-in-CA.pdf

C-WIN’s Santa Barbara Report: www.c-win.org/the-
santa-barbara-report

Resources
C-WIN web site: www.c-win.org

Water Education Foundation: www.watereducation.org
Maven’s Notebook: www.mavensnotebook.com

Voice Your Concerns:
Ventura County District 1, Ojai Valley Municipal  

Advisory Council
District office phone: 805-654-2703

Supervisor Steve Bennett: steve.bennett@ventura.org
Chief of Staff Cindy Cantle: cindy.cantle@ventura.org
Administrative Assistant Steve Offerman: steve.offer 

man@ventura.org

Casitas Municipal Water District
Phone: 805-649-2251, www.casitaswater.org

City of Ventura
State Water Interconnection Project Engineer  
Betsy Cooper: bcooper@cityofventura.ca.gov

Founded in 2001, the California Water Impact Net-
work (C-WIN) is a nonprofit, tax-exempt California cor-
poration that advocates for the just and environmental-
ly sustainable use of California’s water through research, 
planning, public education, media outreach and litiga-
tion. To learn more, visit www.c-win.org.



Supervisor Bennett
ignores road danger

RAMONA ANDREWS and 
TEENA BROUMAND, Ojai

Twenty-six accidents, 16 
injuries on Creek Road in 
2018 — and concerns ex-
pressed to Ventura County 
Supervisor Steve Bennett’s 
office ignored.

It is imperative that 
safety improvements be 
made along Creek Road as 
residents are experiencing 
property damage, difficulty 
using driveways, horse and 
hay trailers are being dan-
gerously passed, all in an 
attempt to avoid Ojai Valley 
traffic congestion.

There are several factors 
contributing to this increas-
ingly dangerous situation, 
which will be shared in a 
brief presentation on Tues-
day, Feb. 12, at 7 p.m. at Ojai 
City Council at Ojai City Hall. 

You are encouraged to 
attend.

Seed Swap makes
for a great day

DEBORAH PENDREY, Oak 
View

Several years ago, I had 
lettuce in my Mano Farm 
CSA (community supported 
agriculture) box that I loved 
and wanted more! I bought 
a packet of the seeds from 
Mano Farm’s sister com-
pany, All Good Things Seeds. 
Since then, I have saved 
the seeds each season from 
that first crop and each year 
the lettuce becomes more 
delicious and hardy to Ojai’s 
varied winter weather. This 
is the brilliance of seeds and 
Mother Nature. Our lettuce 
keeps improving and adapt-
ing to our microclimate.

This is partly why I at-
tend the Ojai Seed and Plant 
Swap every year, to tap into 
locally grown seeds, whether 
from All Good Things Seeds 
or a fellow local gardener. 
The other reason is the en-
ergy in the room is electric 

and full of community and 
camaraderie. It’s a great way 
to spend an afternoon. Hope 
to see you at the Chaparral 
Auditorium, 414 E. Ojai Ave., 
Saturday, Feb. 23, from 1 to 
4 p.m. I saw this year’s Seed 
Swap info at facebook.com/
events/821367844881227/

Keep open mind
on state water

MARY BERGEN, Ojai
In response to the Feb. 1 

Op-Ed, by Carolee Krieger, 
“State Water Project is the 
wrong solution for the Ojai 
Valley,” Part 1:

I don’t think the time has 
come to reject connecting to 
state water out of hand. Ms. 
Krieger is right in saying that 
there are issues with expense 
and reliability; however, the 
Casitas Municipal Water Dis-
trict is already a state water 
contractor and in-district 
property owners have been 
paying for State Water Proj-
ect infrastructure for many 

years, without access to the 
water. The impediment has 
been the cost of building a 
connection. Now, for its own 
reasons, the city of Ventura 
is making improvements to 
allow it to move water from 
east to west, opening an op-
portunity for a real connec-
tion to state water. However, 
the amount of water and 
costs are still undetermined. 

Also, selling water alloca-
tions can have local benefits. 
CMWD sold its 2018 alloca-
tion to the San Gorgonio 
Pass Water Agency for ap-
proximately $730,000 and an 
agreement to return 40 per-
cent of the water within 10 
years. That money is helping 
to pay for the development 
of local water sources. When 
the infrastructure is in place, 
CMWD can sell its allocation 
to the city of Ventura and 
reduce the demand on Lake 
Casitas.

My hope is that we can 
keep an open mind. The 
devil is in the details.

Excellent ode to
exceptional person

HENRY BLAND, Ojai
Now we readers are much 

more aware of the “greatest 
generation” of our country, 
those who served valiantly in 
World War II and spent the 
rest of their lives in service, 
thanks to Nancy Hill’s beau-
tiful Op-Ed on Feb. 1, “Tom 
Jamison blessed Ojai.”

I am grateful to her for 
sharing his incredible life 
with us. He personified 
everything we like to think 

of when we think of the very 
finest Americans. His ac-
complishments were stag-
gering; to think that one man 
could do so much good, one 
wonders when or if he slept! 
He must have had incredible 
parents because parents not 
only leave their imprint in 
the child’s physical DNA, but 
also, perhaps more impor-
tantly, in the child’s spiritual 
makeup, which can be the 
guide throughout a life.

Hats off to Nancy Hill for 
her well-written words about 
a most exceptional human 
being.

By Carolee Krieger

PART 2: Regional solutions, statewide reform

As a long-term resident of California concerned with the 
availability of water for all Californians, I’m sharing what 
Ojai residents need to know about the 
State Water Project before considering 
a contract with the SWP. This is Part 2 of 
a three-part series. In Part 1, I described 
how California’s fresh water is misman-
aged via something known as “paper 
water” and how the SWP uses it to ex-
tract exorbitant fees from regional SWP 
contractors (ratepayers like you and me) 
without supplying the water allocated to 
them in their contracts:

— Led to believe that we would receive 97 percent of our 
allocation at a total cost of $270 million, Santa Barbara County 
voted to become an SWP contractor in 1991. Since then, we’ve 
received an average of only 28 percent of our allocation for a 
cost to ratepayers of $1.7 billion. The Ojai Valley would find 
itself in the same situation should it become a SWP contrac-
tor. Ojai will lose local control over costs as the Department of 
Water Resources expands its infrastructure projects, the cost 
of which local contractors are obligated to pay.

— The Department of Water Resources and the SWP have 
allocated 5.5 times the amount of water known to exist in the 
California Delta watershed. This is what the California Court 
of Appeals has termed “paper water” — water that doesn’t 
exist. The SWP does not have the endless supply of water it 
would let you believe.

— The source water for the SWP comes from the California 
Delta watershed. The 2009 Delta Reform Act requires South-
ern California SWP contractors to reduce their dependency 
on state water. This is in conflict with bringing new contrac-
tors into the SWP and ensures lengthy court battles for any 
new infrastructure projects relying on water from the Delta. 
The current Twin Tunnels project has been stuck in the courts 
for 10 years and counting.

On paper, the State Water Project may look like a good 
component of a diversified water security plan for the Ojai 
Valley, except that it’s literally paper — not water. Very expen-
sive paper.

Regional solutions
The current drought adds the burden of urgency to a diffi-

cult problem requiring strategic and creative solutions. Since 
state water is an overpriced myth, what can the Ojai Valley do 
to meet its needs?

My county of Santa Barbara has been grappling with 
this issue for many years, an issue that remains a worsening 
problem throughout the state. Many of the lessons learned in 
Santa Barbara County and elsewhere apply to Ventura County 
and the Ojai Valley.

For instance, there are still significant supplies of water to 
be mined from conservation. Regional agency cooperation in 
the form of Joint Powers of Authority is already on the table 
in the Ojai Valley: Partnering with the appropriate agencies 
would pool resources and broaden the scope of potential so-
lutions. Smaller, regionally controlled reclamation and storm 

water capture infrastructure projects would be more efficient 
and timely, are often candidates for federal grants, and rate-
payers would have a voice.

Areas throughout California are beginning innovative 
strategies to secure local sources of water. The city of Santa 
Monica has reduced its consumptive use of water and is 
scheduled to be free of SWP imports by 2023. The California 
Water Impact Network (C-WIN), a citizens group I founded in 
2001, recently produced a white paper outlining potential so-
lutions for the Montecito Water District. These and others are 
solutions Ojai and Ventura should consider:

Short term: One year
1. Continue conservation.
   • Install drought-tolerant landscaping.
   • Leak monitoring.
   • Use of compost and mulch to retain water.
   • Replace spray irrigation with drip systems.
   • Irrigate only between 5 p.m. and 9 a.m.
   • Public awareness initiatives.
2. MWD Desalination Partnership with the city of Santa 

Barbara

Medium and long term: 2 to 10 years
1. Incorporate recycled wastewater into a balanced wa-

ter portfolio.
   • Install state-of-the-art technology to treat wastewater 

to a potable standard.
   • Treat wastewater to a high enough standard for safe 

use by large landscaping users.
   • Treat wastewater to a high enough standard to safely 

recharge our aquifer and prevent seawater intrusion.
2. Desalination
   • Innovation needed for an acceptable intake system.
   • Innovation needed to lower energy costs.
   • Innovation needed to minimize environmental foot-

print.
   • Innovation needed to secure California Coastal Com-

mission permits.
3. Local management and monitoring of groundwater 

basins and private wells.
4. Water and sanitary district consolidation.
5. Repair/replace aging systems and leaks.
6. State and federal grants.
   •Drought preparedness.
   • Water recycling.
   • Groundwater sustainability.
   • Reliable drinking water for small communities.
   • Statewide operational improvements.
   • Flood management.
Solutions such as those outlined above are realistic, effec-

tive, much more reliable, locally controlled and a far better 
use of limited resources. 

Statewide reform
Paper water is a component of all of California’s water con-

veyance systems, not just the SWP, and it’s how Californians 
have been distracted from the real causes of our water prob-
lems. As districts struggle with empty promises and scramble 
to find alternatives to empty pipes, they’re discovering truth.

Rejecting state water sends a strong message to Sacra-

mento, but there’s more to be done. As long as paper water 
exists, the potential for mismanagement will have devastating 
consequences for all Californians. We’re in this together.

The good news is that the law is on the side of the people 
and the environment, and there is precedence and a clear 
path to equitable and sustainable distribution of water in Cal-
ifornia.

The state holds all our natural resources in trust, and is 
required by law to protect that trust. The Public Trust Doctrine 
— part of California’s Constitution — states that, “No water…
can be taken from a stream, lake or other natural resource 
without a careful assessment of the harm that might be done.” 
As I mentioned in Part 1, the state has not done this assess-
ment. Contracts and policies continue to be written without 
knowing the real consequences.

The Public Trust Doctrine saved Mono Lake, and it applies 
now to the state’s largest single source of fresh water, the Cali-
fornia Delta watershed. 

In Part 3, I’ll talk more about the Public Trust Doctrine 
and the steps needed to create an equitable and sustainable 
water policy for California. 

— Santa Barbara resident Carolee Krieger leads C-WIN’s ef-
forts to design and implement collaborative and lasting solu-
tions for California’s fresh water resources.
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Thumbs-up, Thumbs-down is meant to provide commentary on a spe-

• A reader sends a thumbs-up to the person who 
submitted the thumbs-down about CMWD and its 
failure to gather water for so many years. Thank you 
for speaking up on this issue.

thumbs up
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Ojai can learn from Santa Barbara’s mistakes with state water
Resources

C-WIN web site: www.c-win.org

Water Education Foundation:  
www.watereducation.org

Maven’s Notebook: www.mavensnotebook.com

Voice your concerns:

Ventura County District 1,  
Ojai Valley Municipal Advisory Council

District office phone: 805-654-2703
Supervisor Steve Bennett:  

steve.bennett@ventura.org.
Chief of Staff Cindy Cantle:  
cindy.cantle@ventura.org.

Administrative Assistant Steve Offerman:  
steve.offerman@ventura.org.

Casitas Municipal Water District
Phone: 805-649-2251

City of Ventura
State Water Interconnection Project Engineer  

Betsy Cooper: bcooper@cintyofventura.ca.gov

Founded in 2001, the California Water Impact 
Network (C-WIN) is a nonprofit, tax-exempt California 
corporation that advocates for the just and environ-
mentally sustainable use of California’s water through 
research, planning, public education, media outreach 
and litigation. To learn more, visit www.c-win.org.



ATP Program
definitely needed
TARA SAYLOR, Ojai

I have never felt so insig-
nificant than the moment I 
was run off the road while 
riding my bike in downtown 
Ojai Thursday afternoon. 
Both my front light and tail 
light were flashing in the 
daylight as I cautiously rode 
my bike through the main 
intersection. As I passed 
the Post Office Bell Tower, 
a Suburban with Colorado 
plates going 20 mph saw the 
only open parallel parking 
spot and quickly veered right 
to enter it. He didn’t see me. 
He hadn’t slowed down. He 
didn’t use his turn signal. 
Luckily, my reflexes were to 
swing my bike into the curb 
and I flung my body into the 
Pergola. I believe this saved 
me from a lot of injury. If I 
had braked, the Suburban 
would have hit me and who 
wants to think about what 
would have happened then? 

Today I wake up sore and 
bruised. That’s a lot better 
than what could have been.

I write this because now 
I have deeper gratitude and 
support for the Active Trans-
portation Program. I’ve spent 
years biking in Minneapolis 
and San Fransisco. I look 
forward to the day we have 
bicycle systems we can be 
proud of. Thank you to City 
Council, city staff and special 
thanks to Greg Grant. You are 
doing a great service for our 
community.

May angels bless
county crews
K.J. BEECHLY, Ojai

How many times are we 
driving and we see “Men 
at work” signs, or “Prepare 
to stop”? What is your first 
thought? What is my first 
thought? 

I live in Los Padres Na-
tional Forest, about five 
miles into a canyon. I stayed 
home during the Thomas 

Fire. I was surrounded on 
three sides by fire. The fire-
men were great, and Jim and 
I great to them, offering them 
unlimited use of our main 
floor, guest room, bathroom, 
living room, kitchen, dining 
room. It was our pleasure, 
as many of them were away 
from home and family. As the 
fire took its course and the 
firemen disappeared, I saw 
all kinds of thank-you signs 
and signs of gratitude for the 
firemen and, yes, their heroic 
efforts. Very thoughtful and 
expressive. 

Well, the road I live on 
is county-maintained and 
leads to a state highway as a 
cross street. I wish to thank 
County Transportation for 
maintaining county roads af-
ter the Thomas Fire. My road 
was covered in dead reptiles 
and mammals, trees, rocks 
and boulders. The smoke 
and ash were devastating. 
The fire burned so hot here 
it destroyed underground 
phone cables — it boiled 
them. It took from Dec. 6, 

2017 to Oct. 12, 2018 to re-
store baseline phone service 
on this road. 

My point is that the 
County Transportation crew 
was tirelessly working on our 
county roads, breathing all 
the foul air. Every time some-
thing was moved, plumes 
of evil dust were an ever-
present threat to the health 
of those at work. Also, not 
only were there huge piles 
of brush and tree trunks, 
but this particular debris 
posed a greater threat: rolling 
boulders! Huge boulders. 
Sometimes rock avalanches. 
I personally call the County 
Transportation employees, 
the crews and men and 
women who maintain the 
county roads, heroes! They 
risk their lives every day, too. 
Many, probably half, fell ill 
clearing our roads of debris 
after the fires. The first three 
rains did nothing for the air, 
the rain was acid and hor-
ribly polluted. Yet, my road 
was cleaned expertly every 
day, day and night.

Thank you from the very 
heart of me, Ventura County 
Transportation, for being 
there so I could be where 
I needed to be. You’re the 
best, and may I encourage 

you all to hang in there, be 
well, be safe and keep up 
the excellence you have so 
clearly shown in your work 
ethics. May His holy angels 
surround each of you always.

By Carolee Krieger

PART 3: The Public Trust
Currently, mismanagement of public water is far more 

dangerous than the drought to the economic stability and 
well-being of California’s communities and environment. 
As the Ojai Valley community considers 
potential sources of reliable and secure 
fresh water, I’d like to share the relevant 
and telling experiences of my county of 
Santa Barbara — with the hope that Ojai 
residents may learn from our mistakes 
and see what’s working for your coastal 
neighbors. This is the third of three essays 
outlining some of the serious problems 
with the State Water Project, why Ojai 
should reject it, what realistic solutions should be considered 
instead, and the path to the secure, equitable and sustainable 
water future all Californians are entitled to.

In Part 1, I explained how Santa Barbara County ratepay-
ers are paying $1.7 billion for state water instead of the $270 
million the SWP said it would cost, while receiving only 28 
percent of our allocation, and how the state has over-allocated 
fresh water by a factor of 5.5 (the practice of “paper water”), 
and where the water is actually going and why. 

Part 2 outlined a carefully considered list of viable alterna-
tives to state water, many of which are already being success-
fully implemented in Santa Barbara County and elsewhere. 

Here in Part 3, I’ll talk about how the state of California 
can end the destructive practice of “paper water” (allocating 
water that doesn’t exist), and manage our natural resources 
more equitably — to the benefit of all Californians.

Water belongs to the people
The California Constitution states that California’s water 

belongs to the people. Included in both the U.S. and Califor-
nia constitutions, a clause known as the Public Trust Doctrine 
provides that the state holds natural resources like water “in 
trust” to safeguard them for the long-term benefit of the gen-
eral public. The Public Trust Doctrine requires policymakers 
to assess all impacts of any project using our natural resourc-
es: “No water … can be taken from a stream, lake or other nat-
ural resource without a careful assessment of the harm that 
might be done.”

The Public Trust Doctrine was applied in the historic case 
that saved Mono Lake. The 1983 ruling “National Audubon 
Society v. Superior Court” established protection of the lake 
in the public trust, requiring the Los Angeles Department of 
Water and Power to reduce diversion flows to ecologically sus-
tainable levels: The state should “attempt, so far as feasible, to 
avoid or minimize any harm to those (public trust) interests.”

More than half of all Californians (including many of us 
in the southern parts of the state) rely on California’s single-
largest source for fresh water: the California Delta watershed. 
All of the water in the State Water Project system comes from 
the Delta. Without quantification of the water in the Delta and 
an analysis of the impacts of proposed diversion scenarios, al-
location targets cannot be set and no project that diverts that 
water can move forward legally.

Water is a valuable resource
In California, Public Trust responsibilities for water re-

sources include protecting natural instream flows — and the 

ecological, habitat and recreational benefits these flows pro-
vide — as well as municipal, industrial and agricultural water 
uses. Balancing competing uses requires knowing the costs 
and benefits of increasing/decreasing water allocations to any 
and all of these users.

This is best done through the process of Public Trust as-
sessment and analysis: an economic benefit/cost analysis of 
public trust resources. Benefit/cost analysis is simple in con-
cept: Identify the user groups affected by the water allocation 
alternatives; calculate the costs to each group for each alter-
native; calculate the benefits to each group for each alterna-
tive; compare costs and benefits; select an alternative. Apply-
ing benefit/cost analysis, however, can be complex, especially 
when some of the trust resources at issue, e.g., instream flow 
and riparian habitats, are not traded in markets and so have 
no market prices with which to compare with other trust re-
sources that are traded in markets, e.g., agricultural produc-
tion. A complete analysis takes into account both market and 
nonmarket values and can describe the net economic effects 
of proposed scenarios. For example, the economic analysis in 
the Mono Lake case concluded that the economic benefits of 
preserving the public trust of instream flows for Mono Lake—
the nonmarket values — outweighed the cost to Los Angeles 
of finding an alternative water source to Mono Lake — a mar-
ket value — by a factor of 50.

We can stop paper water
If Ojai contracts for state water, that water will come from 

the California Delta. The decline of the Delta watershed is very 
well-documented. With the passage of the 2009 Delta Reform 
Act, the state wisely enacted into law the preservation of the 
Delta and specifically stated the need for the southern regions 
of the state to significantly reduce their reliance on Delta wa-
ter. Paper water is what allows this destructive contradiction 
to persist, and why it’s up to Ojai and all of us south of the 
Delta to be active in ending paper water for good.

Ojai citizens need to be aware that the Casitas Municipal 
Water Agency (Ojai water) is currently working with other lo-
cal water agencies on a proposal to construct a pipeline to 
hook up to the State Water Project through the Los Angeles 
Metropolitan Water District. 

A Draft Environmental Impact Report on the project is be-
ing prepared by the city of Ventura (Ventura water) and should 
be released to the public soon. The cost of the pipeline will be 
expensive, but not nearly as expensive as ongoing State Water 
costs associated with maintaining the SWP infrastructure (the 
Twin Tunnels, Oroville dam repair, etc.). These costs are deter-
mined by the Department of Water Resources and passed on 
to SWP ratepayers without their approval. Connecting to the 
SWP will not guarantee Ojai any new water, and as I have out-
lined in this series, the State Water Project is not sustainable in 
its current form.

The California Water Impact Network (C-WIN), a citizens 
group I founded in 2001 with Patagonia owner Yvon Choui-
nard, is leading the effort to end paper water. We are active 
participants in State Water Resources Control Board hearings 
and several lawsuits challenging the Twin Tunnels project. We 
have a proven track record of success toward our goal of sus-
tainable and equitable water policy for California, and have 
created the road map to end paper water.

It includes these crucial steps:
• Quantification by the state of water available for export 

from the California Delta.

• A Public Trust assessment and analysis of export scenar-
ios.

• Implementation of the 2009 Delta Reform Act standards, 
including non-renewal of and non-participation in new con-
tracts with the SWP.

• Adjudication of the 20 rivers of surface water and ground-
water in the Delta watershed.

C-WIN represents a statewide coalition of water agen-
cies and activists who feel that ending paper water is one of 
the most important efforts of our time. We have assembled 
the team of court-designated experts needed to perform the 
quantification and Public Trust assessment, and are actively 
raising funds and awareness. But we are not asking you for 
a donation. We are asking you to help educate your neigh-
bors and your local government representatives. We are ask-
ing you not to participate in the destructive mismanagement 
and abuse of California’s fresh water, but instead seek regional 
solutions. We are asking you to share these three essays with 
every Californian you know. Not only will Ojai gain nothing in 
a contract with the SWP, it will lose the ability to serve its com-
munity’s water needs and control its future.

Thank you for reading. Thank you for taking action.

— Santa Barbara resident Carolee Krieger leads C-WIN’s ef-
forts to design and implement collaborative and lasting solu-
tions for California’s fresh water resources.
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Connecting to state water does not guarantee Ojai any new water
Resources

C-WIN web site: www.c-win.org

Water Education Foundation:  
www.watereducation.org

Maven’s Notebook: www.mavensnotebook.com

Voice your concerns:

Ventura County District 1  
Ojai Valley Municipal Advisory Council

District office phone: 805-654-2703
Supervisor Steve Bennett:  

steve.bennett@ventura.org.
Chief of Staff Cindy Cantle:  
cindy.cantle@ventura.org.

Administrative Assistant Steve Offerman:  
steve.offerman@ventura.org.

Casitas Municipal Water District
Phone: 805-649-2251

City of Ventura
State Water Interconnection Project Engineer  

Betsy Cooper: bcooper@cintyofventura.ca.gov

Founded in 2001, the California Water Impact 
Network (C-WIN) is a nonprofit, tax-exempt California 
corporation that advocates for the just and environ-
mentally sustainable use of California’s water through 
research, planning, public education, media outreach 
and litigation. To learn more, visit www.c-win.org.

• A reader sends a thumbs-up to the person who found 
his Search and Rescue radio on Creek Road and turned 
it into the Ojai Police Department. Had been going crazy 
trying to find it.
• A reader sends two thumbs-up to the sweet lady behind 
her at the bank Dec. 3, who helped me with making a de-
posit to my brother's account. Many thanks for being our 
“Ojai Christmas angel.”
• A reader sends a thumbs-up to Shirley, the dog whisper-
er, for all the love and wonderful snacks you provide daily 
for the pets in the neighborhood.

• A reader sends a thumbs-down to the city of Ojai for 
planting landscaping and installing irrigation in the 
Highway 33 median at Nordhoff High School. Great way 
to “manage” the drought, folks!
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